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December 13, 1957
FOR RELEASE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
MSU FIELD HOUSE MARKS ANNIVERSARY
Wednesday marks the fourth  anniversary o f the formal opening o f the Montana 
State U niversity F ield House on December 18, 1953. On that date the G rizzlies  
played a basketball game with the Indiana Hoosiers before some 6,500 fans. Many 
times that number have witnessed a variety o f a th le t ic , academic, and so c ia l events 
in the versa tile  structure since then.
Field-House operations continue to expand, on a fin a n cia lly  solvent ba sis , 
University o f f i c ia ls  said Tuesday. At the end o f the 1956-57 f i s c a l  year, a fte r  
three and one-half years o f operation , the Field House had not only met a l l  pay­
ments on prin cipa l and in terest due fo r  the building and equipment but had deposited 
$35,701.70 in  the required 11 re serve fund," according to MSU President Carl McFarland.
The F ield House construction was financed without use o f state funds under an 
$800,000 revenue bond issue. The financing plan was approved by the State Board 
o f Education on Dec. 15, 1952. Advertising fo r  the bids fo r  sale o f the bonds and 
fo r  bids fo r  construction  was begun Jan. 15, 1953, bids were received by the Board 
o f Education February 16, contracts were le t  March 2, and ground was broken March 
12, with Gov. Aronson o f f ic ia t in g .
The 1952 bond agreement contained an "open-end" provision permitting additional 
bonds to  be issued up to a to ta l o f two m illion  d o lla rs , President McFarland ex­
plained. While the $800,000 from the 1953 bond issue was enough fo r  the construction 
o f the building proper and the customary attached fix tu re s , additional financing was 
needed fo r  specia l equipment required to use the Field House to the fu l le s t  extent, 
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of $200,000 additional revenue to finance Field-House equipment and also  a skating 
rink, bowling a lle y s , and a storage bu ild ing.
Equipment financed by th is  bond issue includes the portable stage, one o f  the 
largest in any f ie ld  house in the country, and the removable basketball f lo o r ,  the 
dance f l o o r ,  bleacher and balcony seats, and the sound equipment.
Under the terms of the two bond agreements the University must, by April 1, 
195&> accumulate a reserve fund equal to the average annual principal and in terest 
payments on both series  ($59,165), Dr. McFarland said . In 1958 and each year a fte r  
at lea st $3,000 o f  the balance in  the fund must be used to redeem bonds maturing 
in 1983, u n til the la t te r  are reduced to an amount not exceeding the accumulated re­
serve, he explained. The amount in  the reserve fund had reached $35,701.70 by June 
30, 1957, and i t  is  expected that the f u l l  requirement w ill  be met by A pril 1, 1958, 
he said.
Program
Since i t s  opening in  1953, the F ield House has been the scene o f MSU's in tra­
mural basketball, games and i t s  in te rco lle g ia te  home games. I t  has a lso  been used 
fo r  practice or exh ibition  in baseball, fo o tb a ll , track , and boxing.
Each spring since 1954, hundreds o f high-school musicians have participated 
in the A ll-S tate Music F estival in the Field House. Other musical events there 
have included the Community Concert se r ie s , the Air Force Band Concert, and the 
V ictor Borge show. Foresters' B a ll, student dances featuring name bands, and the 
annual Charity B all sponsored by the Missoula County Crippled C hildren's Assn, 
have been given in  the Field House.
The f i r s t  nonathletic event in the F ield House was the Western Montana Automo­
b ile  Show in March 1954, which has been repeated each year since under the sponsor­
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House are the Shrine C ircus, fo r  the b en e fit  o f crippled children, and the Treasure 
State Horse Show, sponsored by the Missoula Saddle Club and the Lions Club fo r  the 
benefit o f the v isu a lly  handicapped.
Montana's f i r s t  and second annual science fa irs  brought high-school students 
from throughout the state to the Field House to show exhibits that had won section a l 
competitions. The boy and the g ir l  placing highest at the state fa ir  receive expense- 
paid trip s  to the National Science Fair, sponsored by Science Service. The Montana 
fa ir , designed to stimulate in terest in science and so help to a llev ia te  the shortage 
of trained s c ie n t is ts , w il l  be conducted in the Field House th is year on A pril 11 
and 12.
Two h is to r ica l pageants have been staged in  the bu ild ing, which is  w ell adapted 
to the production o f spectacles by i t s  s iz e . Another la rge-sca le  display that has 
become an annual a f fa ir  is  the Better Living Show, put on by Missoula merchants to 
exh ibit the la te s t  in home appliances and equipment as w ell as a completely furnished 
and landscaped house.
The largest single group ever to use the Field House was the International Young
People's Luther League convention in July 1957, with a to ta l reg istra tion  o f about 
9,250.
In addition to these and other extracurricu lar uses, the Field House performs 
functions more d ire c t ly  related to the academic l i f e  o f  the U niversity. Since 1954 
June commencement exercises have taken place there, making i t  possible fo r  each 
senior to in v ite  as many re la tives  and friends as he wishes. Registration a c t iv i ­
t ies  are conducted in the Field House, resu lting in a saving o f  time fo r  both stu­
dents and s t a f f .  The arena and lobbies are used fo r  m ilitary  d r i l l ;  and o f f ic e  
space is  occupied by the a th le t ic  s t a f f ,  the Planning and Construction O ff ic e , and 
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Future
The Field House is  designed to allow  fo r  extension on three sides when more 
space is  needed. At present the building covers a ground f lo o r  area o f 49*480 
square fe e t ,  with a to ta l volume o f 2,895*500 cubic fe e t .  I t  has a seating capa­
c ity  o f 6,521 fo r  basketball games, with room fo r  an additional 2,300 fo r  events 
requiring only a stage.
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